
Centennial Public School -February News! 

 
Message from the principal 

Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s) and the Centennial Community, 

 

I can hardly believe that February is already upon us. Since the new year we have faced many 

new challenges together, continuing to do our best to make the most of our current realities. 

I would like to take this time to thank parents/guardians for the sacrifices made to support 

student learning. Thank you to all our students who have been working hard to make the 

most of each day, and the staff who have been supporting them. I know that the staff join me 

in the excitement when hearing the news that students will be welcome back to face to face 

learning Monday February 1st! In preparation for students' return we have done some deep 

cleaning of classrooms and all surfaces.  We have had Ottawa Public Health come to the 

school and provide  additional recommendations. We have followed up on these 

recommendations such as increasing signage throughout the building reminding students of 

socially distancing and frequent hand washing. We will also require that all staff and 

student’s pre-screen prior to entering the building. Finally face masks will now be required 

for all students grades 1-8.  Please know the health and safety of all staff and students 

remains my number one priority. Wishing you all the warmest welcome back, looking 

forward to a fantastic February together.  

Take care, 

Jenny Dewan 

Principal, Centennial P.S. 

jenny.dewan@ocdsb.ca 

mailto:jenny.dewan@ocdsb.ca


Upcoming January Dates 

February Dates  

1-16 Transfer Application Period 

1-28 Black History Month 

8-12 Centennial Spirit Week 

8-16 Middle French Immersion Registration Period 

1 Return to brick and mortar school for all in-person students 

2 Groundhog Day 

8 Term 2 begins  

10 Centennial Virtual School Assembly (8:45-9:45am) 

11 School Council (7pm) 

11 Elementary Report Card (available online Compass) 

12         PA Day (no school for students) 

Lunar New Year 

14 Valentines Day 

15         Ontario Family Day (no school for students) 

 

SCHOOL NEWS: 

 

Black History Month 

 

OCDSB celebrates 2021 Black History Month 

 

 

 

Every February is recognized as Black History Month in Canada. It’s a time to celebrate Black 

culture and history and to applaud the achievements and significant contributions Black 

Canadians have made to build Canada and to make this country the diverse, welcoming and 

the strong nation it is today. While we recognize that indeed the realities of people of African 

https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/campaigns/black-history-month/about.html


descent must be reflected in school experiences all year long, the month of February provides 

a special time for focused reflection on the lived experiences of Black people, past and 

present. Centennial Public School staff are involved in creative activities aimed to help 

educate students about Black history from a variety of arts, literature and exploratory 

projects. The OCDSB acknowledges the historic and contemporary role of schools in Canada 

in perpetuating myths, doctrines, false science, and narratives that have resulted in strategies 

and behaviours which have compromised how children of African descent feel, think, grow, 

and actualize their potential, promise and purpose in the world. 

In May 2018, the Ottawa-Carleton District School Board formally adopted 2015-2024 as the 

Decade for People of African Descent and two of the commitments are: 

1. Reduce barriers to learning to improve equity of access and opportunity for students 

of African descent. 

2. Intentionally adopt practices to create a safe and caring learning environment that 

respects, promotes, and protects the human rights of children of African descent. 

Beyond embedding Black history in our everyday curriculum, OCDSB schools are planning 

events throughout the month. 

The OCDSB is committed to promoting equity and inclusion in every one of our schools and 

workplaces, and we believe that honouring and sharing the rich cultural diversity within all of 

our schools and communities will help to dispel harmful biases and enlighten our 

understanding of each other. We encourage every member of the OCDSB to take part in 

celebrating Black history, culture, and achievements, this month and throughout the year. 

For more information and please feel free to explore some of the following resources: 

● Resources for Teaching Black History Month 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/resources/idt-sh/black_in_canada
https://www.parentsfordiversity.com/blog/black-history-month-resources


● 23 historical black Canadians you should know 

● African Descent Resources 

● Black History Ottawa - Home 

● Black History Month - February 

● ETFO: 365 Black Canadian Curriculum 

 

 

Centennial Public School Spirit Week: Feb 8-12 

 

 
Join us in demonstrating our school spirit the week of February 8th. We welcome all those 
working at school and at home to participate. Parents/Guardians and siblings are welcome to 
join in as well:) 
 
Feb 8- Character Day (Dress as your favourite novel character or movie character) 

-Feb 9- Wear Black, Red and/or Green - Colours In honour of Black History Month 

-Feb 10- Hat and/or Scarf day - wear fun hats and/or scarves to showcase things that bring 

you joy! 

-Feb 11-Heart Day (wear red, pink, white) in anticipation of Valentines Day! 

-Feb 12- Although it is a PA day we welcome you to dress up anyways! In celebration of Lunar 

New Year wear your new clothes, your best dressed and let's celebrate Lunar New Year 

together! Wear red, the symbol of good luck. 

https://www.cbc.ca/news2/interactives/black-history-month/
https://www.parentsfordiversity.com/africa
http://blackhistoryottawa.weebly.com/
http://etfo.ca/buildingajustsociety/equityresources/pages/blackhistory.aspx
http://www.etfo.ca/SupportingMembers/Resources/Pages/365.aspx


  

 

 

 

 

 

Technology Update/Tech Talk: 

 

Hello Centennial families.  We are so excited to be returning to school tomorrow.  If you 
have borrowed any technology from the school (chromebooks, mobile hotspots), please 
be sure to bring it back with you tomorrow.  As soon as we get our technology back we 
may begin using them within our classrooms! Thank you for your support with ensuring 
they all come back in a timely way.  

Although we are returning to in-person learning, we can still keep using technology to 
learn at home!  Here are a few free, no-login required websites that can enhance your 
child's learning experience: 

1. Audible Stories 

https://stories.audible.com/start-listen  

The Audible app has a free "stories" website for students to listen to a selection of their 
audiobook collection online.  There are audiobooks in eight languages and at many 
levels. 

2. Code.org 

https://code.org/ 

Now that coding is in the math curriculum, it may help your child to explore some extra 
coding experiences!  Code.org is a free website with coding resources and activities for a 
variety of ages and experience levels.  The Hour of Code activities are a great place to 
start. 

https://stories.audible.com/start-listen
https://code.org/
https://code.org/hourofcode/overview


 

3. Chrome Music Lab 

 

Kindergarten registration 

Official Kindergarten registration is ongoing! The parent information session took place 

Wednesday January 20th, 2021. If you were unable to attend this information session, the 

slide show from the session has now been posted on our school website 

https://centennialps.ocdsb.ca/.  If you have any questions/concerns about how to register or 

the registration period please do not hesitate to contact the main office.  

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome Back 

 

We are thrilled to have all in-person students back to face to face learning tomorrow, 

February 1st, 2021. For important information about this return, such as screening measures, 

transportation and essential mask wearing (students grades 1-8) please check out the OCDSB 

website. https://ocdsb.ca/news/safe_return_to_in_person_learning 

https://centennialps.ocdsb.ca/
https://ocdsb.ca/news/safe_return_to_in_person_learning


 

 

Transfer Application Period  

 

Please note that the transfer application period is between Feb 1-16th for any who wish to 

request a transfer for next academic year. For more information please click on the following 

Student Transfer Parent Guide: 

https://www.ocdsb.ca/UserFiles/Servers/Server_55394/File/New%20to%20OCDSB/Registrat

ion/Student%20Transfer/Student_Transfer_Parent_Guide.pdf 

  

If your home school is Centennial PS and you plan to have your child(ren) stay at Centennial 

next year then no further action is required.  We will however reach out to all families of 

students currently in grade 3 to see what their intentions are for next year regarding Middle 

French Immersion (MFI). The MFI registration period is Feb 8-16. For more information please 

click on the following MFI program guide:  

https://ocdsb.ca/UserFiles/Servers/Server_55394/File/Elementary/Programs/Middle%20Fre

nch%20Immersion/FSL_Programs.pdf 

 If you have further questions/concerns about this program please do not hesitate to reach 

out to your child’s classroom teacher. Students in SK moving to grade 1 will also have the 

choice to stay at Centennial English Program in grade 1 or transfer to their home Early French 

Immersion School. Finally, for those leaving Centennial and headed to grade 7 next year we 

will be connecting you with your feeder school so that you may gather information for a 

smooth transition.  

 

https://www.ocdsb.ca/UserFiles/Servers/Server_55394/File/New%20to%20OCDSB/Registration/Student%20Transfer/Student_Transfer_Parent_Guide.pdf
https://www.ocdsb.ca/UserFiles/Servers/Server_55394/File/New%20to%20OCDSB/Registration/Student%20Transfer/Student_Transfer_Parent_Guide.pdf
https://ocdsb.ca/UserFiles/Servers/Server_55394/File/Elementary/Programs/Middle%20French%20Immersion/FSL_Programs.pdf
https://ocdsb.ca/UserFiles/Servers/Server_55394/File/Elementary/Programs/Middle%20French%20Immersion/FSL_Programs.pdf


 

 

School Council  

 

Our School Council invites you to our next School Council Meeting Thursday February 11th 

starting at 7pm. To participate in this Google Meet please use the following Google Meet link: 

meet.google.com/cgd-zbci-cup 

In the meantime, If you would like to participate in our Centennial Public School first ever 

school-wide cookbook please send your recipe to Vicky Compton @ vicky.compton@ocdsb.ca. 

 

Report Cards 

https://meet.google.com/cgd-zbci-cup?hs=122&authuser=0
mailto:vicky.compton@ocdsb.ca


On February 11th parents may access their child’s report card throughout ocdsb website and 

the Compass portal: https://ocdsb.ca/cms/One.aspx?portalId=55478&pageId=55500. 

In preparation for accessing your child’s report card please ensure that the email provided to 

our school is up to date. For any questions/concerns please do not hesitate to contact the 

Centennial main office.  Parents may notice a few changes in the report card format. For 

example, your children will only receive one math grade this year instead of grades for each 

strand. This change reflects the Ministry of Ontario new Math Curriculum. For more 

information please see the Ministry website: 

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/math.html or access Ministry 

information through school board website: 

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/parents/min_math_strategy.html 

 

 

Wellbeing and Anti-Black Racism Resources 

https://ocdsb.ca/cms/One.aspx?portalId=55478&pageId=55500
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/math.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/parents/min_math_strategy.html


 

This has been a trying time for many of us. If families and/or students are struggling please do 

not hesitate to reach out, you are not alone! There are many additional resources (including 

community resources) through the OCDSB homepage:  

https://ocdsb.ca/news/responding_to_anti-_black_racism__resources 

We also have our social work and psychology staff members  assigned to Centennial Public 

School who are happy to help families any way possible. We are here for you.  

 

 

 

 


